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Subject Specific Vocabulary 

Asteroid A rock that orbits the Sun. Rotate  To turn around a fixed point. 

Meteoroid A rock that orbits the Sun, which is 

smaller than an asteroid. 

Satellite A man-made machine or a natural 

object that orbits a body in space 

and sends signals to and from Earth. 

Astronomer  A person who makes observations 

about and studies space. 

Star A huge, bright ball of burning gas 

that is held together by gravity. 

Atmosphere  A mixture of gases that surround a 

planet. 

Universe All of space and everything in it in-

cluding stars, planets and galaxies. 

Axis  The imaginary line on which a planet 

rotates. 

Solar system The collection of eight planets and 

their moons that orbit the Sun.  

Comet  A frozen mass of dust and gas orbiting 

the sun. 

Gravity The force which pulls everything to-

wards the centre of the Earth. 

Crater A large hole made when an object hits 

a surface with force. 

Force A push, pull or twist.  

Dwarf planet  An object orbiting the Sun that is larger 

than a comet, meteoroid or asteroid 

but not as big as a planet. 

Force meter/

Newton meter 

The equipment used to measure 

force (in Newtons). 

Lunar  Relating to the moon. Newtons The unit of measure by which forces 

are measured (N). 

Orbit  A curved, invisible path that a planet, 

asteroid, meteoroid or comet takes as 

it goes around something else such as 

the Sun. 

Planet An almost spherical object made of 

rock, metal and gas orbiting a star. 
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Sticky knowledge  

There are 8 planets in our solar system 

and  they orbit the sun. On Earth, this 

orbit is 1 year. 

The moon orbits the Earth. It takes ap-

proximately 27 days  for this to happen. 

This causes the moon to wax and wane. 

The Earth spins on it’s axis, which is tilted. 

This takes 24 hours (1 day). The spinning 

causes day and night and the tilt causes 

the seasons. 
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