
Subject Specific Vocabulary 

Air Resistance A force that acts upon 

an object when it 

moves through the air, 

causing it to slow down. 

Pendulum A weight on a thread or 

stick that swings from 

side to side. 

Water  

Resistance 

A force that acts upon 

an object when it 

moves through water, 

causing it to slow down. 

Pulley A mechanism that is 

used to lift a load with 

less effort. 

Up-thrust A force that pushes a 

solid object through the 

air or makes it float in 

water. 

Streamlined Designed to move more 

easily through air or wa-

ter. 

Friction The resistance of motion 

when one  object rubs 

against another. 

Centrifugal A moving force away 

from a central point. 

Magnetism The force of attraction 

or repulsion   between 

substances made of 

materials such as iron 

and steel. 

Centripetal A moving force towards 

a central point. 

Cam A mechanism that 

changes one type of 

motion into another 

type of motion. 

Gravity The force which pulls 

everything towards the 

centre of the Earth. 

Force A push, pull or twist that 

can change an object’s 

speed, force or direc-

tion of movement. 

Newtons The unit of measures by 

which forces are meas-

ured (N). 

Gear A mechanism that is 

used to change the 

speed, force or direc-

tion of a motion. 

Force meter/

Newton meter 

The equipment used to 

measure force (in New-

tons). 

Lever A simple mechanism 

that is used to move a 

load with less effort. 
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Sticky knowledge  

Pushes, pulls and twists are types of 

force. Gravity is the largest force that 

keeps us  on the Earth and not float-

ing up into space. 

Cams and gears can change the 

speed or direction of a motion or 

movement. 

Magnets are only attracted to or re-

pelled from materials containing iron 

or steel.  
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