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Subject Specific Vocabulary 

invertebrate An animal with no spine. 

vertebrate An animal with a spine. 

arthropods Invertebrates that have a tough exoskeleton, segmented 

bodies and jointed limbs. 
annelids Elongated, segmented animals such as worms. 

molluscs An unsegmented soft body that may have an inner or 

outer shell. 
insects An animal with six legs, three body parts and at least one 

pair of wings e.g. wasp 

arachnids An animal with four pairs of legs and two body segments 

e.g. spiders and scorpions. 
myriapods Small animals that have elongated bodies with numerous 

leg-baring segments e.g. centipedes. 
crustaceans An animal that has an exoskeleton e.g. crabs 

antennae A pair of long, thin sensors attached to the head of an 

arthropod. 
exoskeleton A hard outer layer that supports and protects an animals 

body. 
mandible A mouth part that grasps and cuts. 

thorax The middle segment of an insects body between the head 

and the abdomen. 

abdomen The last segment or end of an insect’s body. 

predator An animal that kills and eats other animals. 

prey An animal hunted by a predator. 

producer A plant which is the start of a food chain- they produce 

their own food. 

consumer A person or animal that eats something in a food chain. 

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

habitat The environment in which an animal lives. 

life cycle The series of changes that a living thing goes through as it 

matures. 
reproduce To produce new individuals of the same kind. 

amphibian Cold-blooded vertebrates  with moist skin that can live on 

land or in water. 
reptile Cold-blooded vertebrates with scaly skin. 

mammal Warm-blooded vertebrates that give birth to live young. 

bird Warm-blooded vertebrates with feathers that lay eggs. 

insects An animal with six legs, three body parts and at least one 

pair of wings. 
metamorphosis A process by which an animal’s body changes structure e.g. 

caterpillar to butterfly. 
seed dispersal The method by which a plant scatters its seeds to minimise 

competition for resources. 




